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Signs of  existing work and leisure codes at 92 
White Post Lane in Hackney Wick. Recorded 
from my observations & encounters on 30th 
December 2010.
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The roof  provides visual 
connection with the ‘outdoor 
living space’ and surveillance over 
Hackney Wick.

The roof  shows evidence of  people 
creating growing space, graffiti, 
empty glasses are signs of  parties, 
seats provide places for people to 
rest.

A ‘communal living space’ with 
electrical connections for playing 
music and therefore parties, cups 
& glasses & sofas for relaxing. 

Gangways that lead you to two 
small spaces & further rooves & 
gangways possibily for parkour. 
The elevated position provides 
views & surveillance over 
Hackney Wick. 

Door from stair well into 
communal corridor - encounter 
with Simone who reveals work 
& leisure codes to me; sleeping, 
eating, dressing, resting and 
artists working.

Shared bathroom facilities with 
showers & toilets. Some people 
growing plants here next to the 
window.

New solid oak door with secure 
lock. Can of  paint suggests 
renovation is taking place, perhaps 
in light of  Olympics (confirmed by 
Simone as new ‘office’ space).

‘Outdoor living space’ is very 
multifunctional; seats & hammock 
are signs of  people resting, graffiti, 
parties take place here and it is also 
used as a car park. 

Door appeared locked & I didn’t 
open it until a passer-by said it 
went to the roof  and was always 
unlocked.

The ‘tunnel’ does not physically 
stop you but you feel as if  you are 
not meant to be there. The sense 
of  urgency of  getting through the 
tunnel stops you from looking at 
the graffiti properly.

A communal living room that is 
used for watching TV, resting, 
signs of  drinking due to the 
glasses, playing games and 
entrance to rented spaces.

Entrance gate makes you stop 
however if  you dare to push the 
gate it is actually unlocked. The 
gate acts a symbol of  security.



2007

I met Simone as 
she was coming 
out of  the shared 
bathroom & 
this is where I 
imagine the space 
she rents to be 
in relation to our 
encounter at no.8.

In her freetime 
Simone spends much 
of  her time at parties 
with friends who 
also enjoy electro 
music. This takes 
outside of  the space 
she rents (there are 
often parties at the 
Lord Napier Pub).

Simone plays a lot of  
chess & she often does 
this at the same time 
as listening back to the 
music she has been 
working on. Her ‘work’ 
and pastime overlap 
fluidly.

Lives & works at 92 White Post Lane 104 artists rent space
(+ gallery space) 

*Private owner
Simone, 24 years old from 

Paris, France.
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This drawing maps & analyses my conversations with 
Simone during our encounter on 30th December. The 
spaces are drawn from imagination because I could not 
get into her room. Her work is also her hobby & the 
boundary between the two (both literal & metaphorical) 
is blurred.
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Small scale businesses operate in a ‘space of  uncertainty,’ 
a piece of  land adjacent to Chapman Road & between the 
A12. The land is privately owned & is rented to a variety 
of  tenants. These tenants have businesses that reuse, 
recycle, clean & repair.
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Brett concrete 
RecycleParts

Repair & reuse

AM car parts
Repair & reuse
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Mr X 
(tenant)

Tenant brings cars 
(employees never see 
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M
r X has rented a space for 25 years

Working hours 
dependent upon 
business.
Road closures as a result 
of  the Olympic games (the 
Olympic site & the relocation 
of  a travellers site to 
Chapman road) have reduced 
business for Mr Malik.

Mr Malik 
trained as a 
leather designer 
in Kabul in 
his family’s 
business.

Mr Malik 
re-trained as a 
mechanic due 
to the lack of  
work in the 
UK.

Commercial 
steam cleaning

Clean

Bodywork 
Repair & reuse

Euro 
Mechanic 
Repair & 

Bodywork 
Repair & reuse

Chapman 
Motor Co. Ltd

Repair

NGR car 
spares

Repair & reuse

Mapps cafe
Refresh & 
replenish

Private land 
owner rents 

land to multiple 
tenants

Chapman RoadChapman Road

R436 AOOR436 

R436 AOOR436 

Mr Malik
Mechanic (tenant)

Mr Mohammed
Mechanic (Employee)
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The “art of  the East End has often been about making the most ingenious use 
of  spaces and things that others had deemed worthless or left behind.” Malik 
Car Parts does this on three fronts; it is situated on a piece of  land that before 
the Olympics would have been deemed worthless, the space is constructed 
from elements that have been left behind & they collect car parts that are both 
deemed worthless and left behind. The nature of  their business values repair 
& does not rely upon continual improvement through the acquistion of  new 
‘things’.

Malik Car Parts, Chapman Road

Hobby 
Cricket

Hobby 
Playing with 

his son

Mr Malik plays cricket at 
the weekends.
He used to play for the 
taxi team when he lived in
Newcastle. He now plays 
for a local team in Hackney
Wick. He plays for the
pure enjoyment of  the sport
& even admits that he’s not
that good at it.

Mr Malik spends a lot of  
time playing with his son.
He does this whenever he can. 
He plays computer games, 
dance games & board games 
with him. He sees his work 
as providing money for his 
children. He was very keen to 
tell me that he has never had 
any benefits.Mr Malik

Mechanic (tenant)
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Lives & works at Liquid Studios

Angela, 27 years old from 
Southern Italy.

Angela lives & works in a rented studio space in Liquid Studios. 
She describes her film making as a passion and would not 
define it as either ‘work’ or ‘play’. This blending of  boundaries 
between work and freetime is highly evident in Hackney Wick 
& ‘work’ is often undertaken for love of  doing it, not what you 
get out of  it. 
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Dance classes

Film maker 

“A lot longer than 
9 til 5”

“Is it work or fun?”“Is it work or fun?”
“It’s my passion.”

Classroom 
assistant 
Part-time

Angela

Angela attends 
dance classes.
She goes to dance classes 
in Homerton once a week.
She also spends a lot her time
with the fellow artists in 
Liquid studios and Lion 
Works. The “inbetween” 
spaces are often used for 
parties, exhibitions and a 
weekly games night.
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