
Scenario and Programme:  
A proposal for spatial production 

one > in response to existing conditions 

My view of Hackney Wick is mainly of an ‘archive’ in the sense that it 

has stories/memories/experiences stored in the canal, the bridges, the 

small cafes etc, which we cannot see but realise. Also, as being a bit 

in the background of the flashy city it feels like a place to come and 

take a step back from all that buzz and speed of London – an ideal 

place to add a contribution to that archive and even talk about your 

‘London experiences’. 

“your secret is safe with me”  

Another way i look at it is like – if London was a house in which a 

group of spiders lived into (along with the human inhabitants) Hackney 

Wick would be the place where the spiders would build their webs.  

Hackney Wick almost allows you to claim it; even though it has already 

been ‘claimed’ by its local residents there is always a spot for one to 

leave their mark.  

 

The Olympics site is a perfect example of how it’s claimed spaces in 

Hackney and also how these spaces affect their surroundings, which is 

still a re-appropriation of a place’s identity and way it affects its 

users.   

 
two > hypothesis 

Looking back at the spiders... 

I am more interested in the behaviour of the ‘domestic’ spiders, those 

we sometimes find in homes but we don’t really mind because other that 

harmless they are also somewhat...sympathetic (!)  



The way I look at these spiders is as very discreet creatures who have 

tried the ‘grandness’ of nature and want to come to rest in a more 

domestic environment, such as people’s homes. They claim their little 

unclaimed space, and start building their web. 

What are their criteria of defining which part of the house is suitable 

for the creation of a web?  

The web produces space. The longer a spider is alive the longer the web 

stays and it grows bigger  spiders like to expand  colonialism  

 

 

 

Apart from the spiders, I’ve been interested in how people in Hackney 

Wick use spaces and the main question that derives is:  

To what extend does one make space their own territory when occupying 

it?  

 
 three > scenario 

THEMES:  

- spiders’ behaviour, production of space through occupation of space?  

 is this nomadism?, temporality, static 

- constructing: own space  home  identity  character  traces 

- groups/networks  how are they created? How do the behave?  

 



ACTORS AND AGENTS:  

3 characters from ‘the Hackney Factor’, by Ricky Oh: Eva, Susan and 

Keith (local residents in Hackney)  

People’s networks in the area: people who live in boats on the canal, 

graffiti artists, construction workers, immigrants, musicians, local 

businesses’ workers... (still need to think more specific actors and 

agents)  

  

SITE: 

I haven’t yet thought of a specific site but i’m interested in areas 

where there are ‘nodes’ of either people’s networks or elements of the 

urban environment of HW.  

 


