
  Spatial Proposition:

   A design for a minor intervention in Hackney Wick

You are asked to design a spatial proposition for a site of your choosing in Hackney Wick.  This 

task is to be completed quickly, in order to begin a process of thinking and exploring through 

design and making.  This attitude should continue for the rest of the year.  Here it allows you to 

bring together your work so far (developing an understanding of spatial CODEs, and developing 

your relationship with the site), and to develop your individual agenda for your design project, 

where thematic field, code field, and programmatic ideas should be emerging. 

We will have a review of the propositions within the studio on Thursday 16  th   December 2010.   

To develop the intervention please consider the following requirements:

• establish specific codes and themes that you are interested in;

• identify these codes as you have observed and encountered them in Hackney – in 

terms of location (space), actors/agents, mechanisms etc.;

• identify these codes in a similar as you have observed them elsewhere; 

• We can refer to the combination of the above as a specific Condition that you will 

operate within. 

• Develop and design an intervention that:

explores the Condition

stimulates the Condition

 

The intervention must be described carefully by reference to the codes that it is determined by, 

both those that you were seeking to explore, and those that emerge from it's realisation.  It may 

be through a redefinition of a particular set of codes that your intervention becomes possible, or 

it may be that the production of your intervention generates new relationships and activities.  
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The intervention may be, but is not restricted to:

a device or component or machine of some kind;

something that is worn;

an urban space proposal as long as it involves new material production (i.e. It does not 

need to be weather proof enclosure) 

a small building or built component (wall, gate etc) 

/ ...

Consider:

Spatial factors: activities allowed, encouraged, prohibited? / land ownership / 

boundaries / ...

Physical factors: existing physical elements / configurations, and new ones – how do they 

interrelate? / ...

Social factors: people affected / existing actors / potential new actors / conflicts / relations, 

existing and potential / ...

How to draw the proposition? 

You must consider carefully the techniques that you use to develop and present your spatial 

proposition, and select methods that are appropriate to the issues that you are exploring.  Be 

experimental with the tools that you use to work through your ideas.  When might a detailed, 

precise, technical drawing be appropriate, as opposed to a 3 dimensional model, or a collage? 

What do certain mediums allow that others don't? 

The only requirement is that the intervention is drawn in some way and that at least A2 paper is 

used.  Do not separate design process from presentation work. 

Week 11 Studio tutorials in small groups. 


